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 The Early Foundation Stage Curriculum

 Characteristics of Learning

 The Early Learning Goals / Assessment in Reception

 Reading

Writing 

Maths

Opportunity to look at teaching resources and ask questions 



The Early Years Foundation Stage

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=eyfs&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=675&tbm=isch&tbnid=5c6PKy6B-wq-bM:&imgrefurl=http://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/blog/index.php/2010/12/assessing-learning-in-the-eyfs/&docid=y8s0xQwzInfQSM&imgurl=http://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/boy-painted.jpg&w=425&h=282&ei=JGwzUKaLA6O10QWAxYGgBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=636&vpy=186&dur=1634&hovh=183&hovw=276&tx=163&ty=130&sig=117679005622952865035&page=1&tbnh=129&tbnw=178&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:107
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=eyfs&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=675&tbm=isch&tbnid=5c6PKy6B-wq-bM:&imgrefurl=http://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/blog/index.php/2010/12/assessing-learning-in-the-eyfs/&docid=y8s0xQwzInfQSM&imgurl=http://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/boy-painted.jpg&w=425&h=282&ei=JGwzUKaLA6O10QWAxYGgBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=636&vpy=186&dur=1634&hovh=183&hovw=276&tx=163&ty=130&sig=117679005622952865035&page=1&tbnh=129&tbnw=178&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:107




Curriculum areas







Assessment

• Observations through play based, child initiated learning to 
make assessments.

• Nursery to Reception end of year expectations and 
transition.

• Recording observations for parents using our online system 
School Pupil Tracker Communication books / reading diaries 
to inform us of significant learning at home.



Phonics & Reading 



Early Years Outcomes –
Reading 40-60 months:

Hears and says the 
initial sound in 

words. 

Can segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend 

them together and knows 
which letters represent 

some of them.

Links sounds to 
letters, naming and 
sounding the letters 

of the alphabet.

Begins to read 
words and simple 

sentences.

Uses vocabulary and 
forms of speech 

that are increasingly 
influenced by their 

experiences of 
books.

Early Learning Goal: Children read and understand 
simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 
They also read some common irregular words. They 

demonstrate understanding when talking with others 
about what they have read. 



What is phonics?

• Phonics is how we learn to read.

• The school follows the Read Write Inc Phonics program.

• We all have a daily phonics group.

I am Fred! I only 
talk in sounds 



A RWI lesson...

• Hear and say a new sound 

• Learn to read and recognise the new letter 

• Learn the writing phrase 

• ‘Fred talk’ words containing the new sound

• Make words with the new sound (on pocket chart and using 
magnetic boards)

• Read green cards containing the new sound 

• We say ‘special friends’ for two letters that make one sound e.g. 
‘sh’

• Write and spell words containing the new sound using ‘Fred 
Fingers’

• Praise, praise, praise!



Set 1 Sounds 

Set 2 Sounds



Reading at home… 

Please read at home with your child as 
often as possible. Inside the front cover of 

the books are guidance and tips to 
enhance your reading session. We really 

appreciate comments in the reading 
record book too!

We introduce the book at school and 
set the scene, so the children can 
then read the rest of the book at 
home with you and find out what 

happens!



Guided reading at school…

Every child gets to participate in a 
teacher led guided reading session once 
a week. This is where we will discuss the 
book you have been reading at home (to 
extend their comprehension skills) and 

will choose a new book accordingly. 
Reading doesn’t just 
happen in a reading 
session – it happens 

everywhere! 



Key Words 

• There are 45 high frequency words to 
read by sight by the end of Reception. 

• We have broken these into 7 sets to 
learn. 

• It is important that children do not 
hesitate or blend when reading these 
words – practise makes perfect .

• Ensure children read these words 
fluently when reading in general 
outside of ‘key word practise’.



Key Word Activities to try at home:

Use the key word cards we 
send home to play key word 

games!

Hide and seek 
the word.

Snap

Make sure key word practise is fun, quick and practical 

Stepping 
stones

Slap the word 

Silly sentence 



How to help your child at home… 

1. Check communication book targets/key 
word targets and reading record book on 
a regular basis, comment and update so 
we can see at school.

2. Embrace the learning with your child so 
that they want to participate.

3. Make learning at home FUN! 
4. Read other books aloud to your child. 
5. Model sounding out and blending words.
6. Praise their amazing reading 
7. ‘Fred Talk’ at home e.g. “time for b-e-d”
8. Practise practise practise… makes 

perfect! 



Useful websites & apps:
• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/

• www.ruthmiskintraining/parents.co.uk - RWI Phonics 

• http://www.familylearning.org.uk/learning_to_read.html

• http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

• http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/blending_games

http://www.ruthmiskintraining/parents.co.uk
http://www.ruthmiskintraining/parents.co.uk
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/learning_to_read.html
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/blending_games


Dough Disco & Fine motor control 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-
IfzeG1aC4

Warm up the children’s hands 

Develops the muscles needed to hold a 
pencil 

Refines and improvement of pencil 
control 

Fun and enjoyable for all the children

Finger gym

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-IfzeG1aC4


Pencil grip 

Working towards having a tripod 
grip

Everyday household items can help 
children to  develop the muscles 
and pencil grip needed to write –
tweezers, keys and locks



Writing and letter formation

Following on from the Read Write Inc phonics sessions
Focus on formation of letter 

Use the RWI sayings to help children to write each letter 
(available from:

http://www.thebellbird.cambs.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2014/12/Letter-formation-chart.pdf )

http://www.thebellbird.cambs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Letter-formation-chart.pdf


What writing do we do at school?

Writing keywords once children are able to read all keyword 
sets. 
Adult led activities - children apply phonics, write letters, 

words and sentences depending on their current level. 
When children write we use “Fred fingers”, first listening 

to the sounds in the word and then writing these down. 
Build up from labels to captions to sentences. 
During Busy Bee times in the school day, there is always an 

independent writing activity out that we encourage children 
to complete.  





What are we working towards?

By the end of Reception, 
children should be able write 
words using their phonics 
knowledge. 

Write simple sentences they 
can read and others can read. 

Phonetically plausible. 

Some high frequency words 
spelt correctly. 



What support can you do at home? 

Encourage children to draw, write, using pencils and crayons. 

Look for letters in the environment, trace them, write them in 
the air. 

Available apps like ‘hairy letters’ on android and iOS devices. –
small download fee. 

“Doodle draw” app, can support letter formation, you can model 
with a dotted line and children go over the dots with a solid line. 
Free 

Other apps “letter book”, “tracing letters”, “letter toy” are free 
to download. 



Maths
• Mathematics ELG 11 - Numbers 
Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in 
order and say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two 
single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They 
solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 
• ELG 12 - Shape, Space and Measures 
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, 
position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects 
and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. 
They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use 
mathematical language to describe them. 



Maths

Counting by rote     1,2,3,4,5      6,7,8,9,10

Counting objects we can move

Recognising amounts



Chunking objects

10 frames



Dice / domino recognition



Numicon























Shape, Space and Measures



Mathletics



Apps for maths

Numberjacks / Hickory Dickory Dock / 
writing numbers / writing magic numbers / 
ordering numbers / 



Thank you for coming.

Teachers will now be able to show you 
the resources we have spoken about.


