THE SCREECHING CABINII

AS STEALTHY AS ANTNTA, RANK CAUTTOUSLY CREPT OUT OF THE SCHOOL ENTRANCE, PRAYING THAT
NO-ONE WOULD SPOTHIM. CHECKING FOR SOUNDS, HE CAREFULLY CLOSED THE DOOR. NOTHING. STLENCE.
AFTER ONLY A WEEK TN HTGH SCROOL HE KNEW THAT EVERYONE WAS TN LESSONS EVEN THE HEADTEACHERS.

ALLOF A SUDDEN THERE WAS A NOTSE._FOOTSTEPS. HE HELD KIS BREATH TIGHT. THE FOOTSTEPS WERE
FOLLOWED BY THE DOORS SHUTTING, MORE FOR FOOTSTEPS, WHICH, LUCKTLY, GOT FATNTER AND FAINTER.
AMAZED BY HOW FORTUNATE HE WAS, HE BREATHED A STGH OF RELTEF. HE SLD DOWN THE BLODD RED HANDLE

BAR, BY THE STEPS, THEN AS RAPPY AS A CLOWN, SKIPPED ACROSS THE CAR PARK.

AFTER SKTPPING FOR A WHILE, HE REACHED THE SCREECHING CABIN. MOST OF HIS GREATEST FRZENDS HAD
OCCASTONALLY WARNED HIM ABOUT THE DANGERS OF THE CABIN AND ALL ABOUT THE CURSE THAT HAD BEEN
SETON TTDECADES AGO. HOWEVER HANK WAS TOO INTRIGUED BY THE RUMORS AND FACTS. HE WAS

DETERMINED 10 PROVE THEM WRONG AND PROVE HE WAS THE BRAVEST OF THEM ALL CHEERFULLY, HE
STROLLED ACROSS THE ROCKY PATH, DODGING ALL THE BUMPS AND DIPS SO HE DIDN'T FALL FLAT ON HTS
FACE  HE STARED AT THE TVY COVERE DWA LLS AND THE KNEE-HIGH GRASS THAT STOOD AS STLLL AS A STATUE
ATTHE STDES OF THE CABIN. AS HE APPROACHED THE DOOR HE NOTLCED THE DOOR WAS HALF OPEN, A SMUG
GRIN SPREAD ACROSS RIS FACE.

ASEXCITED AS A CHILD AT CHRISTMAS HE KICKED OPEN THE JAGGED DOOR. BEAUTLFUL CHANDELTERS HUG

FROM CORNERS, AND ONE OF THEM HANGING ABOVE A COSY CHATR. AS HE STROLLED ACRDSS THE ROOM. HE

FELT SAFE. WE BEGAN TO BELTEVE THAT EVERYTHING HIS FRIENDS TOLD HIM WAS FAKE. HE AMBLED ACROSS

THE ROOM SAT DOWN AND BEGAN TO PLAY ON HIS NEW PRONE. AFTER 20 MINUTES OF PLAYING HTS EYES
GREW HEAVY AND HE DRIFTED OFF TO SLEEP, DREAMING OF BRAVE KNIGHTS AND DRAGONS.



NUMEROUS HOURS LATER, HE SPRUNG OUT OF HIS § UM ER. HE TRIED O SCREAM BUTHE COULDN'T BECAUSE
HTS MIND WAS T00 BOGGLED. WHAT HAD HAPPENEDT DARKNESS SMOTHERED THE WALLS AND TOYS WERE
NOW SCATTERED A OVER[\/[RYWHEKEOHHE EAKY PLACE. OUTSIDE THE CABIN, RAIN CRASHED DOWN
ON THE MUDDY GROUND AND THUNDER ROARED TN THE ONCE STLENT NTGHT. THUNDER ATTACKED THE

GROUND, CREATING DEEP CRATERS THAT SOON TURNED TNTO DEEP PUDDLES. BACK TNSTDE THE DANGERDUS

MANSTON, THE LTGHTS STARTED TO FLTCKER AND HANK'S PALMS STARTED TO SWEAT WITH FEAR. WHY HAD
HE DONE THIST HE LODKED AROUND THE DERELTCT ROOM WATCHING FOR STGNS OF MOVEMENT AL

SUDDEN HE HEARD A DREADFUL SOUND COMING FROM THE KITCHEN THAT WERE ALMOST HKE...FOOTST[PS.’

AS QUICK ASHE POSSTBLY COULD, HE FUMBLED FOR KIS PHONE AS TTWAS TNKY-BLACK ALL OVER THE
DANGERFUL ROOM . THE LTGHT FROM HIS PHONE PECED THE ONCE DARK ROOM. AT LEAST HE COULD SEE
ANJTOUSLY HE CREPT ACROSS THE SUB-ZERD RDOM INTO THE SOUNDFUL KITCHEN . SUDDENLY AN ANGUTSH
FEELING RAN DOWN TS BACK LTKE A SERRATED BLADE WAS STABBING HIM. THERE WAS NOTHING IN
THERE. SURPRTSED HE TURNED AROUND WHERE HE WAS FACE TO FACE WITH A VAGUE STLHOUETTE. AS FAST AS
HTS NTMBLE LEGS COULD CARRY HIM HE DARTED OUT OF THE SMASHED DOWN DOOR. HE SPRINTED AT T0P
SPEED THROUGH THE WOODS AND THROUGH THE HOUSE DOOR AT LEAST TT WAS THE END OF A SCHOOL DAY. ht
LEAPED TNTO BED AND CURLED UP INTO A'BALL SO HE COULD THINK ABOUT NICE WONDERFUL CASTLES AND
SPARKLY FATRIES. HE WAS COMPLETELY CALM UNTIL HE SAW SOMETHING THAT MADE HIM FREEZE AS STLLL
AS ASTATUE...

BYRYAN



