
Welcome to Bug Club

What is Bug Club?
Bug Club is a finely-levelled reading scheme, which ensures that all children 
can find books at exactly the right level for them. What’s more, there are online 
versions for every printed title and a personalised website for each child.

Using the printed books
Inside every printed book there are notes to help you make the most of reading 
with your child.

Inside Front Cover: for younger children, these 
notes identify difficult words with which children 
may need help and give ideas and strategies 
to help you feel confident that you know how 
best to help. For older children, the notes are 
intended to deepen each child’s understanding 
of the book. They provide background 
information about the time or place the book 
was written or sometimes information about 
the author or illustrator.

Inside back cover: these notes suggest puzzles and challenges that help 
children think about their reading. These include ‘Find it!’ activities that encourage 
children to revisit the text; ‘Share it!’ tasks that may involve making or writing 
something; and other tasks that offer ideas for further reading.

Using the online reading world
If you have access to an internet connection, your child can enjoy reading Bug 
Club books online as well as in print. Each child has a unique homepage, and 
can log into it by following these steps:

1. Go to www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

2. Enter the login details.

3. Your child’s homepage will appear.

Pupil homepage

Dear parent or carer, 
Our school has recently acquired a reading programme called Bug Club that 
we’d like to share with you. Below you will find key information about the 
scheme and how you can get involved. We hope that you and your child will 
love these books and enjoy reading them at home. 

Login details
School ID:

Username:

Password:

Reading Bug

Bug Notes
Interesting Words

Help your child to read and 

understand these words:

kerfuffl e shiver me timbers

blubbed chocks away

ashore hiccupping

matey certifi cates

Ask your child to read pages 2 

and 3. Do they think the Potter 

family are happy? Ask them 

to reread these pages using 

appropriate ‘happy’ expression. 

They may want to change their 

expression when they read the 

last sentence on page 3.

Skill Builder

Reading Bug

Top
Tip

Find some more 

books about 

pirates at home, 

or in your local 

library.

Verb Charades

Write these words on strips of paper:

peered   snivelled   helped  

pottering   gasped

Ask your child to read each word 

silently, and then act it out for you. 

Can you guess the words?

Story Detectives

Bug Time fun is 

on the back page!
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What was in the 

Parrot Perk-up?

Memory mangle!

Reading Bug

Bug Time!
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Draw it!
Draw and label a picture 

of your own pirate. Give 

them a good name like 

Captain Kev Kerfuffle. 

Published by Pearson Education Limited, a company 

incorporated in England and Wales, having its registered 

office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2JE.

Registered company number: 872828

www.pearsonschools.co.uk 

Pearson is a registered trademark of Pearson plc

Text © Michaela Morgan 2010

Designed by Bigtop 

Original illustrations © Pearson Education 2010 

Illustrated by Martin Chatterton 

Printed in China

The author asserts her moral right to be identified as the 

author of this work.

First published 2010 

14 13 12 11 10 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 

A catalogue record for this book is available from the 

British Library

ISBN 978 0 435 91466 0

Copyright notice 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 

reproduced in any form or by any means (including 

photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic 

means and whether or not transiently or incidentally to 

some other use of this publication) without the written 

permission of the copyright owner, except in accordance 

with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents 

Act 1988 or under the terms of a licence issued by the 

Copyright Licensing Agency, Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby 

Street, London EC1N 8TS (www.cla.co.uk). Applications 

for the copyright owner’s written permission should be 

addressed to the publisher.

Acknowledgements 

We would like to thank the children and teachers of 

Badgemore School, Henley-on-Thames; Bangor Central 

Primary School, NI; Barley Hill Primary School, Thame; 

Cheddington Combined School, Buckinghamshire; 

Cofton Primary School, Birmingham; Glebe Infant 

School, Gloucestershire; Newbold Riverside School, 

Rugby; Clifton Hampden C of E Primary School, 

Oxfordshire and St Mary’s C of E Infants, Cheltenham, 

for their invaluable help in the development and trialling 

of the Bug Club resources.

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders 

of material reproduced in this book. Any omissions will 

be rectified in subsequent printings if notice is given to 

the publishers.

Visit www.bugclub.co.uk

PirateParrot_IFCIBC_2.indd   3

28/5/10   09:37:35

http://www.bugclub.co.uk


Reading a book online
We allocate books to your child according to their reading levels. These books 
will appear in the 'My Stuff' area of their personal homepages. 

Throughout the books there are quiz 
questions for your child to complete. To 
answer a question, just click on the bug icon. 
Your child does not need to finish all the quiz 
questions in one sitting and can come back to 
a book later. 

When your child has finished all the quiz 
questions in a book, he or she will earn 
‘Active Learn Coins'. By reading more 
books, your child will earn enough coins

to buy a reward in one of the many reward schemes. The answers to the quiz 
questions will be sent back to our teacher site so that we can see how your child 
is progressing. We will also be able to assign more books for your child to read if 
the virtual book bag is running low.

When your child has finished a book, it will move to 'My Library'. Children can 
read these books again if they want to, or they can choose new books from 
‘My Stuff’.

Getting involved
The reader
Until they are fluent readers, younger children will benefit from reading aloud 
to you as often as possible. By the time they are in Years 5 or 6, many children 
prefer to read silently to themselves. Create quiet opportunities for them to do so, 
but then talk to them about the book they are reading.

Sharing reading
When sharing a book with your child, try to take opportunities to talk about the 
book – before, during and after reading.

Before reading: look at the book cover and talk about your child’s expectations. 
Is the book likely to be fiction or non-fiction? Have you read other books together 
about these characters or by this author? What does your child think the book is 
going to be about?

While reading: support your child when unknown words need tackling: you can 
sound them out, split them into syllables, or identify suffixes and prefixes. Remind 
your child to listen to the words while reading them, to make sure that they make 
sense. Have a ‘meaning check’ every now and again to ensure that your child 
understands the text.

After reading: talk about the book. What was it about? Did it match your child’s 
expectations? Ask questions beginning with the words how and why to check 
that your child has been able to read between the lines. Ask whether anything 
seemed puzzling. Then ask your child to explain what the best and worst bits of 
the book were, and why.
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